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Chinese-European Co-operation in Developing the
International Legal Order

Lecture by Judge Marc Perrin de Brichambaut
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Friday, 19 May 2017 at 10:00
Room 307, KoGuan Building, Peking University Law School
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Judge Marc Perrin de Brichambaut is currently a judge at the International Criminal Court.
He was previously the Secretary-General of the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE), and the Legal Adviser to the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He graduated
from the Ecole Normale Supérieure de Saint-Cloud and the Ecole Nationale d'Administration.
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Both the EU and China are heavily dependent for their prosperity on continued successful
globalization and therefore on the proper functioning of international law and organizations. The entity
that facilitated the process of globalization and invented many of its tools, the US, may now be less
ready to take the burden of ensuring its future development. This brings a new challenge to the EU
and China to manage a multi-polar world. Chinese and EU producers, exporters, traders, investors
and lawyers have a lot to gain from encouraging a more balanced system of creating and protecting
norms. That will involve greater public oversight by national and regional institutions, making use of
well-negotiated conventions. Wherever markets are regulated by a dominant actor, it is the common
interest of China and the EU to promote treaty-based multilateral tools that protect their interest
according to fair and predictable rules. There is plenty of scope for complementarity and co-operation
between China and Europe also on the legal dimensions of peace and security, making the UN work
to its full potential, and in developing further the legal tools and the institutions that are needed to
manage global commons (in connection with the environment, migrations, pandemics, and the
development of Africa where they are now in the lead).
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The lecture is organized by Peking University Law School in co-operation with the Centre for
International Law Research and Policy (CILRAP). The paintings above show the late Chinese Judge

LI Haopei (a 2012 oil canvas by Roberto Caruso) and the European Hugo Grotius (a 2016 fresco by
Alberto Gandolfi).






